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FOR MONTHS IVE BEEN 


FLOUNDERING LIKE A FISH 
OUT OF WATER! A 


IT'S TIME IRON МАМ 
STARTED TOPULLTHINGS 
TOGETHER --AN? LET 
THE EGOCHIPS FALL 

WHERE THEY МАУ! 
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--AND THE BEST PLACE 
FOR A SEGIWNING E HERE- 
WHERE MY LIFE SEEMS TO 
CENTER -- STARK INDUSTRIES 
HEAPQUARTERS! 


{1 
STAN LEE Present: MIKE FRIEDRICH: тете GEORGE TUSKA: ARTET ЕЛАК. 
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REYWOLOS ! 
PUT THAT GUN 

AMAY- ARE YOU 
BUCKING FOR 


IRON MAN! ONE SHOT АТ ИМ 
AND STARK'LL MAKE SURE YOU 
NEVER HOLD GUARD DUTY 


AYE) CONTMOL--THE KEY WORD 
IN YOUR LIFE, IRON MAN! FOR 
ISN'T YOUR GREATEST AFLAR 
THAT YOUR DESTINY WILL FALL 
INTO THE HANDS OF 070425? 


ISN'T THAT AZAR WHY YOU 
CREATED THIS АИРИ 


AN? ANOTHER PASSAGE -- 
INTO THE ORNATE QUARTERS 
OF JONY STARK? | 


TONY 6ТАЕК 6 
FIRST ORDER 


TIGHTER SECURITY 
© BUT THE 
AVR ST SMALL STEP-- 
OF MANY 1 MUST 
TAKE IN REGAINING 
TOTAL CONTROL! 


BECAUSE WHEN УОЦ STRIP 
OFF THAT STEEL-MESH 
ARMOR YOU BECOME А 
[ARAE MAN-- 


УЕб, PYTVED-- BECAUSE UNDER- 
LS mer POWERFUL PHYSIQUE 


WIE? HEART; 


75 
KEPT BEATING BY THE IRON 
pos А CHEST А7 


you THOUGHT you Y WV BUT YOU KNOW BETTER 


COULD TAKE ІТ EASY-- 


I'VE REQUESTED А 
MIDNIGHT BOARP OF 
PURECTORE МЕЕТМС-- E MUCH AS A PECK ON THE 


CWEEK! TUST WHEN МУ ESPER HE 


THE WITCHING HOUR! POWERS ARE TINGLING LIKE THE 


AS GOOD A TIME AS 
ANY FOR EVERYTHING 
TO HIT THE Бам; 


Ж? 


ТО ADMIT YOu 
DON'T HAVE го, 
CONTROL! 


THAT'S RIGHT, 
TONY--YOU'VE 


y NOW/ FORA GUY WITH А 
77 


I SENSE A CHANGE \N 
TONY, SOMETHING VIOLENT 
WRETCHING IN HIS SOLL! 


SOMETHING 
AZ Не WAY 
COMES -- АМС I 
FEAR FOR 


ELIT MARIANNE'S CONCERN IS THE 44/22/6657 YOU'RE BLASTED RIGHT N | | | | 
THING FROM TONY'S MIND, Аби I'M МАР--АМР ТМ HERE ТО 
я GENTLEMEN-- HAVE У 27 SUMMARILY 
ТМ МОТ ABOUT TO MINCE СИТЕ WORDS-- AIRED, SIMON GILBERT! 


4 у 
M CALLING US TO ORDEA : We 
ee 4 то ГРН 


E 


YOUR CHILPISH 
TEMPER TANTRUM 15 
FURTHER PROOF OF МУ 
CONTENTION THAT IT IS 
M | УУ WHO SHOULD 
I'VE NEVER b. RESIGN , STARK! 
YOU SO ANGRY! \ 


NEED I REMIND YOU WE c DON'T HURL 
ARE А765 , WITH / "ROBERT'S RULES 
MPEP RULES? 


THE BOARD OF CIRECTORS 
RUNG STARK INDUSTRIES, AND 
YOL МАРЕ ME CHAIRMAN 
OF THE BOARD! TAN THE 

ONE TO DECIDE TO OPEN 

THE MEETING! 


У NONE OE УО 
WOULD BE HERE AT 
THIS LATE HOUR UNLESS 
YOU WANTED TO HEAR 
WHAT I НАР TO SAY! «А 


И HE'S LIKEA 7“ „„АМР NOW, BEFORE WE 
VOLCANYVO--ABOLIT M HEAR MR, STARK © --ER-- 
(722 


US TO ВЕ АЛИ BOARD, 
THIS |S OW IKE RECORD: 


7” WHEN STARK ` | 
| 


| WITH GILBERT, /À% \ AACE THE 
222 k. 
/ tly ) DOWI N 
2222204 one COMPLETE CONTROL 
NS OVER ТО 2157 


"WHEN RADICAL "THOSE KIDS WERE BENT 
PUSRUPTERS ON DESTRUCTION- -AND 
ATTACKED THIS EVERY MEANS WAS 

LONG ISLAND SEM IT IN STOPPING 


AGO, MARVEL- 
7ME:-- 
SMILEY. 


#2 
IH AN ATTEMPT TO $ ГУМ THE 
SO-CALLED GOLPEW AVENGER...” 


I САМ GUESS THE REST! SORENSON , T 'LL LET YOU WRITE 
SINCE ГУ RESPONSIBLE UP THE FORMALITIES OF THE 
FOR "AVV MAN, YOU VOTE--AND SCHEDULE AN EARLY 
МАМТ/ИҒ ТО RESIGN-- MEETING IN WHICH ALL OF YOU 
> 4 WILL SUBMIT YOUR девиз = 
IGNORING THE FACT THAT NATIONS! 
IT WAS У GILBERT; => 
WHO SPURRED Р? MEANWHILE I'M OFF TO 
INTO THE FIGHT, THOUGH THE MIDWEST TO INSPECT 
HIS MWC WASN'T, OUR MUI 
LANT THERE! 


Амр SINCE TOWN A 
MATORITY OF THE STOCK, 
ТЦ LET YOU WEAK-KNEED" 
YES-MEN GUESS THE 
RESULT! STARK INDUSTRIES 
15 UNDER МУ 7072 
PERSON Al. CONTROL 
ONCE AGAIN! 


МАГИИ! 


W-WHAT WAS 
THAT SOLUND -~ 


THE RANNU LIKE THE 
EVE CRACKLE OF 
ASSURED ME MEMS FIRE?! 


WHAT'S THE MATTER, 
POPS ? NEVER НАР ТО 


WAKES POWER 


i LOOK 
е ср ват IN THE FACE ВЕРОКЕ? 


YOU'D BETTER ЗЕТ 
USED TO IT QUICK -~ 
CAUSE YOU'RE IN THE 
8/6 LEAGUES МОМ! 


MY POWER'S THE MIGHT 
OF OPEN REVOLUTION -- 
A REVOLT FLAMED ВУ-- 


FIREBRANO,, 


ДРЕ 
177 BABY I* 


ШМ U 
DON'T SWALLOW YOUR 
TONGUE -- THE GRAPE 
VINE SAI? YOU НАР 

SOMETHIN ‘MM PORTANT, 
TO piscuss! 


W-WHY THE 
AW, MAN --YOU'RE 


dose? WH-WHAT 
700 MLICH! YOU'RE HAVE I DONE Т 
LETTIN' THE SIGHT OF Ур > 


A FLYING COMET FREAK 
YOU OUT! TYPICAL 
WATER-KNEED 
MONEY ©- MONGER 


А MAVZ ON ME 
WHEN THINGS WENT 
BAP ATS OFFICE--, 


"I GOT MV SEX? WHEN І SAW 

THE SICKNESS OF SOCIETY-- 

AND PROTESTED PEACE = 
FULLY! Т GOT WOWMERE-- 


WAIT! WOW I KNOW You! 
SIMON б/е BERT... FRON 
STARK INPUSTISES A 
LOOKS LiKE OLP FIREBRANZ 
HIT THE sh CK POTS 


WAM! JUST TESTING 
YOU--AND 
„ойр; YOURE AS 


О СНСКЕМ-ВАСКЕР AS 
THE REST OF YOUR 
GENERATION! 


"Т REALIZED IT WAS UP TO ME 70 
MAKE А REVOLOTIOW--ANO I 
BEGAN ТО Е МУ TALENT FOR 
"Z 


CONSTRUCTED -- 


A 14/7177 
> LISTEN ТО МЕ, 


AMERICA--Z ИЖЕ! 
Z тие! 


то $722 IT! 


STARK INDUSTRIES [шу IF THE LOCAL STARK SLANT 
IS THE PERFECT WERE ТО -ER-GLOW UP--|T'D 
SYMBOL OF EVERY- ВЕ А MATOR EMBARRASS- 
THING I DESPISE d4 i MENT TO STARK! HE'D ВЕ 

IN AMERICA-- PUBLICLY CRUCIFIED?! 


2 STARK AND ALL 
EXCESSIVE PS 0 HE OWNS: 
WEALTH-— ма NUR Тг” 
/ D 


AND HALF THE 


D | UT исму т, 
PROMISED. 


WHY, YOU FREAKIN' МУОСКУЋЕ Т `S 
DON'T WANT YOUR MONEY! т WANT ЈЕ 
ТО РАЗРАДУ EVERYTHING YOL 
BELIEVE IN! OWN FACE IN МУ MISTER-- THE NON- 
FEATURES--DON'T MEEK WHO INTEND 
YOU RECOGNIZE TO INHERIT 
THE EARTH! 


Амр? ONLY TM 
POWERFUL ENOUGH 
TO JAKE WHAT І 


'CAUSE YOUR MUNITIONS | 
PLANT |5 GONNA ВЕ 
IN ТНЕ/М 5 SOON! 


( тм WORRIED ABOLIT TONY--THAT'S 


Г TWO DRINKS MORE THAN НЕ EVER 


HAS АТ A PARTY! 


STARK INDUSTRIES 
DROPPED ANOTHER 
POINTS ТОСАУ 

STOC 


/ I TELL YOU , ROGER, 
THAT WHOLE MUNITIONS 
EMPIRE 16 ТОРРЫМ | 
AROUND THEIZ MEATS) A 


И AND IT'S AUST 

| LIABLE TO TAKE US 

\ STOCKHOLDERS 
WITH T! 


wa WHAT CAN 
IT «ЕР, 


ALL RIGHT, 
MARIA NE 


ставке, CRACKING 


BENEATH THE 
. PRESSURE / 


PLEAGE--FOZ МУ“ 
бише: БОЛ OVER ON THIS 
U Y я RIPGE-- PLEASE?! 


OUT-OF-STATE 
LOOKIT PLATES; FRANK; 
< f 


OFF WITH А WARNING, | 
SIR-- CONSIDERING THE 
4 SOMETHING'S 
BOTHERING YOU, 
ТОМУ! Т САМ 


FEEL IT! 
AIT EASY, HUH? 
— 


E ETT MR O 


HONEY, I РОМ'Т | T6 KEVIN, 
WANT TORUS ISN'T IT? „ 
IT--! š - 


FINO THAT | JEALOUSY THAT DROVE 
RIOGE-- HIM ТО 507 YOU. A 
а OKAY? 4  ж--- - 


AMAZING, THAT 
GIRL, ISN'T SHE, 
TONY ? GEES 

RIGHT THROUGH 


TO THE TURMOIL 
INSIDE YOU... 


MARIANNE, 
А HONEY, I-- 


I KNOW--yYou've W вит EVERY- HONEY, YOU BETTER ЧҮ --Ow, BLAST! 
GOT TO MAINTAIN THING'S OKAY- #2442 МЕ--Т FEEL MY PHONE! 
CONTROL -- KEEP TEARS COMNG--I-- 

YOURSELF FROM 5 ~“ р 


6? 


к. 


МЕ CAN BREATHE 
AGAIN-- LIVE 


ШШ къ 
рп} 


И THIS BETTER 
BEMMPORTANT, ) YOU D BES 
MISTER! SEND (RON 
MAN OVER 
QUICK-- 


IT'S BEEN 
ATTACKED -- BY 
IRON MAN'S 
OLD ENEMY, 
FIREBRANO ! 


FgIGH: IT'S LIKE ) Y MARIANNE, 
BENG, IN LOVE THIS 15 KARD | EVER IN МУ 
WI 
РОСТО..." 5, ТО STAY WITH 
YOU--TO HAVE 


YET THERE ARE 
TIMES WHEN А HERE Wes ек in 
то THE MEA: 
"SECURITY. OF TE 427; у 
‚2455 ^- ААМ! ; 
HERE'S ALLTHE 


THOSE GUARDS ESTABLISHMENT 
VIPN'T KNOW WHAT NS 
MAT THEM! 


А 
FORTRESS OF 
REPRESSION 

WE'VE GOT TO 
TEAR POWN- 
SO WE CAN 
Вер SOME- 

THING МЕУУ- 
SOMETHING 


WE SHALL 


| вит 
NOT BY SINGING SONGS! 
BECAUSE HE'S WE'VE GOT TO Е! 
GHT 
IRON MAN! D, FIRE WITH FIRE! 


ANC THE TIME TO 


BEGIN WOW. | 


AND THE FIRE 
18 THE POWER OF --/ 


WELL , WELL-- 50 MOM'S 
ad 0- ЕОУ HAS 
TURNED! 


L| PULL A GREAT 
CON, 1 IRON MAN-- 


АҒ” 


TO MOLLE: 


1 REVOLUTION, JUST АМ 
N — И 


ANOTHER? 
THING I'VE 
САТНЕКЕР--/ 


YOU'RE STRONGER 
THAN LAST TIME -- 
ANC TWICE AS 
COCKY! 


THE REVOLUTION’ 
CLOSER VAY BY РАУ--Т 
PLAN ТО BE 4/4957. ON 

THE GARRICADPES*-! 
NUN 


EAM МУ 


/ THERMAL JETS 


ABSORB YOUR 
22 ( 


RIGHT HERE; 
TIN-FACE! 


Ж HISTORY? ` 
TLL GIVE YOU 


HISTORY, 
FIREBRAND! 
I'VE SEEN WAR-- 
4/О7-- REBELLION -= 
EACH TIME BACKED 
BY "RIS. 


N. 


THEN 
PERHAPS YOU'LL 
UNDERSTAND 
PONE 


EM? 


MAHA! YOUR 
VAUNTED 22005000 
RAYS GEEM TO 
HAVE FUSED -- 
--/LICH LIKE YOUR FEET- 


--WHICH JUST 
/ MIGHT BE A 
7 FIREBRAND'S LESSING N 
BLASTED THE FLOOR DISGUISE-- 
OUT = UNDER 


THINK; AVENGER-- 
you're SUPPOSED 
TO BE THE ELECTRONIC- 
CIRCUIT WHIZ! 


север 
COLIL В 
- 


- 


r 


-READY 
70 STRIKE! 


A 


THAT МДА /РОЮУ-- --AND USE IT-- 
THERE НЕ /$/ ZUNNH:z- 


| ONLY SECONDS -- 
HE'S GOT THE 
PROP ON ME! 


IF I CAN JUST 
GRAB THIS SCRAP 
MACHINERY -- 


QUICK THINKING, 
( TONY--THAT BLAST 
ALMOST TURNED YOU 
INTO SCRAMBLED 
EGGS: 


> 


усы MOVE 
FAST 
SHELLHEAD-- 


It'S 
VIBRATING! 
те WORKING 
AGAIN, 


БЕ 


WORK, 
| E LAST Урал 
WORK! 
< 


UH- OM! WHO'S 76? ged THING 


І HAD THE 
BLASTED PLINK-- SENSE TO 744 Д 
НІМ HERE! © 


^ 
LM 


STILL HAVE TO 
CHANCE TO GET 
BACK АТ STARK-- 


127 


rr 


/) 
КҮТТІ 
Y 


[/ МАТ-- £004, SHELL- 
HEAD--TRAPPED UNDER 
РЕВ FROM OUR 

FIGHT-- SIMON 
6/6207 


РАМЕР 


SHOPPER. 


I'VE SET ENOUGH 
CHARGE TO BLOW 
HALF THIS PLACE „ 


BUT THE BEST-LAID PLANS OF 
RATS AND MEN--OR ATTY 
MEN; AS THE CASE МАУ BE-- 
HAVE А 6428/7 OF GOING 
THUNK! Y 


SET TO GO CFF 
SECONDS! 


BY AN INITIAL ND = то 
a SHATTER THE VERY HEAVENS-- 


LOOKS LIKE THE 
FINAL REEL 
COMING ИР; 


M 


КҮШ 
ККМ 


THEN WHAT IS LEET 16 NAUGHT 
BUT THE LUSTING FLAMES OF 
RE, LAPPING THE SKIES FOR 
FURTHER SUSTENANCE., 


Й BUT ZZ7ZMATEZY, TO LIMPLY 
WITHDRAW--AND COLLAPSE., 


NS рр 


«шо 


FIREBRAND'S GONE 
SPEECHLESS WITH 
RAGE -~- 


THIS TIME 
MY REPLILSOR 


GOOD LORD-THE 
HEAT-~ CRISPING 
ME LIKE %ЯСО/У--/ 


“WHY DIP YOU NI YOU STILL 


YOUR BRAI 
MUST BEAS THICK 
AS YOUR ARMOR! 


SIMON GILBERT-- [a “Z HAD NO IPEA- TLL Be BACK, 
POPS--WAS SHUTLP! IRON MAN! 


JUST THATS тм HOLDING 


В IT'LL BRAND 
YOU RESPON РОР'5 NAME ОМ 


AWE WAS МУ | š YOUR WEART-- 


FATHER! 


I HATED HIS 
LITS -- BUT 


THAN 44EL/NGS -- 
LIKE 210012? 


THEN TELL 
YOURSELF TO 
GO НОМЕ-- 
AND SLEEP 

/” s 


TELL YOURSELF THAT THE 
KIO'S ОУ tic gael 
LED HIM DOWN TH 
PRIMROSE РАТН y WELL! 


TELL YOURSELF 
THAT) +» SOMEHOW, 
JUSTICE WAS 
DONE THIS NIGHT... 


SHELLMEA 


MARVEL COMICS GROUP, 625 MADISON AVE. МУС. 10022 о 


Dear Stan, 

Marvel is now at a new stage of glory, yet | prefer the old one 
At present Marvel is putting out some of the finest comic books 
ever. This was also true three years ago. But then all the books 
had a certain high quality. Now some of the books are fa 
superior to your past efforts while certain ones have declined to 
a stage where the name Marvel is soiled 

The book in particular is IRON MAN. Let us take a brief stro 
down memory lane to see what is missing nowadays. Introduced 
in TALES OF SUSPENSE#39,we first saw a bulky grey-armored 
hero appear in an excellent origin story. Then he painted his 
garb a golden hue, but appeared in inferior stories. He soor 
received two supporting characters (Happy Hogan and Pepper 
Potts) who added tremendously to the magazine. He changed 
into a lighter two-colored costume in issue 48. This was quite 
important, as Don Heck became steady penciller for the golden 
avenger. Heck's style was not the best but he definitely was 
exciting. Iron Man began to have excellent villains also, such as 
the Mandarin and our own Hawkeye. Captain America joined the 
bill and soon we had what was truly à magnificent comic. The 
reason was Gene Colan. Backed with Lee's scripts and Abel 
inking, each issue was a masterpiece. Colan's people were 
realistic, he was also an excellent cover artist. At this same time 
Sub-Mariner was receiving the same treatment. Oh, for the 
good old days! 

Then we had great news: Shell-Head was getting his very ow 
20 page mag. This is when all the troubles started also. Johnny 
Craig, a great EC artist, could not handle iron Man well at all 
George Tuska replaced him as penciller but he was not тис! 
better. The trouble with Mr. Tuska's art is simply that he is 
rather crude. He is a very good lay-out тап but his characters 
lack life, action; they are hard to believe in, Colan was quite the 
contrary. Still, with the poor art the stories did not decline much 
We did have some excellent plots but it was getting to be such à 
bore. Then we have the returnof Don Heck, the one that kept the 
New Avengers as great as the old ones. His new clear, sharp 
style, his excellent layouts, his old feeling of action. Jirr 
Mooney's inks helped also. IRON MAN zoomed to the top five 
again (in my opinion). This was short lived. We saw the team of 
Conway and Tuska dismantie the invincible one. Gerry is indeed 
an excellent writer but still hasn't shown thru here. The Mr. Kline 
series was poor in IRON MAN but top notch in Mr. Colan's 
DAREDEVIL 

Where do we stand now? Well, IRON MAN is now bi-monthly 
Gary Friedrich is now writing but it hasn't helped. Gary has done 
excellent war stories but he lays the social cause on too thick 
George Tuska is still putting out inferior work and Vince Colletta 
is doing the best he can, but that isn't enough. Rick Kopseky in 
ish#45 griped about the characters and he's right. Get rid of 
Marianne and the Guardsman. Kevin is a good character, 5: 
don't mess him up. Bring back Happy Hogan and Senator Byrd 
These were the real people, not some phony paper board of 
directors. 

As for personal changes, it's up to Stan. If you have to keep 
Friedrich on the strip, restrict him, don't let him ruin а good 
character. He's а good writer and can handle other characters 
besides Nick Fury. Just look at his Missouri Kid story in the 
recent issue of RAWHIDE KID. Get rid of George Tuska. He can do 
naught but degrade you. Put either Gene Colan or Don Heck 
back on the strip. For inkers it depends on the artist. And tel 
Artie Simek to take a little more care in his work. Sam Rosen and 
Jon Costa are now far superior to him, When IRON MAN returns 
to monthly let's not have him new and improved, let's have him 
classic and refined. 

Robert A. Gillis, 18 Bayberry Road 
Eimsford, МУ. 10523 


Well, things GOTTA be getting better, Bob. We've cleared the 
decks the last couple of issues and we feel ol’ Shell-Head's back 
on his "classic", but "improved", beam. 

We've brought in California-import Mike Friedrich to lend his 
talent and experience to the scripting (groovy Gary moving on to 
а couple of brand-new Marvel features), and while we don't feel 
an artist-change would be of any long-range value, we are giving 
reliable George more definite story-lines and settings to work 
with. We're sure you'll notice the improvement immediately. 

With us again, tiger? 


Tsk! 
ve never yet seen a MALE artist who could decently handle a 
love’ (with apologies to Neal Adams—who does a 
tolerable job—and John Buscema. whose Silver Surfer scenes 
between Surfie and Shalla Bal weren't too bad ). 1) 
the feeling they're -uh- EMBARRASSED about the 
thing—plus they could never understand the giris' reaction to 
what's happening—so the femmes are always too emotional—or 
not enough—or in the wrong places! Tsk! (resigned shake 
of my tousled head ) 

That's NOT what | was gonna write about! Uhh—Gary—1 don't 
believe Kevin's reactions—there's not been enough background 
character development for us to take this maniacal jealousy bit 
seriously NOR his-oh-so-untimely arrival at Stark's apt 
You're hurrying the whole schtick —1 KNOW grumble 
SCREAM at Roy Thomas for not "getting on with it"—BUT, his 
Characters develop slowly—beautifully—the reader can really 
get into the characters skin—feel his feelings—think his 
thoughts—You might do well to study RT's technique. This isn't 
а put-down— Just-- hopefully- - constructive criticism—without 
which no artist (literary or graphic) can develop—and mature 
Anyhoo—back to І.М.--пом that you've established the 
relationships—you might concentrate on developing Kevin—so 
we can either sympathize with him—or really develop a good 
hate for him. Of course—the problem is not to be too 
hasty—(NO awful ‘flash- backs’ PLEASE!) but yet—not to be 
draggy uh—(heh-heh) YOUR PROBLEM, BUDDY 
the writer!! (cackle ) 

Oh—one thing I've always wondered 
probably answered way back in either I.M 
chronicles ) was why he hasn't told his Avengin' buddies 
WHO he is! Makes no sense—why shouldn't they know (it seems 
everyone else is gonna know sooner or later ) Clue us in, 
huh?—what's I.M.'s hangup on this score? That's all—Seitzer! 

Paty, 
Walker Valley, N.Y. 

One of the most enjoyable aspects of work up here in the 
Bullpen is reading your letters, Paty. It's unfortunate we can't 
share the pleasurable illustrations you draw with the rest of our 
readers. 

Аз for your comments—we're striving for better, more 
believable characterization: Kevin's saga 15 finished, tho the 
aftermath still lingers on Tony's mind; we're beginning a new 
development with Marianne this issue; and next time around, 
watch for the return of an old friend to lend further depth to our 
series. As for Shell-Head vis-a-vis his Avenger buddies, we 
figure it's a matter of pride with Tony: a burden told is а burden 
shared—and he wants to shoulder the responsibility completely 
himself. 


MARVEL 


scene 


you're 


about I.M 
comix—or Avenger 


and it's 


KNOW YE THESE, THE HALLOWED RANKS OF MARVELDOM: 
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